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Could these Covid-19 months be a time to think...pray...consider...evaluate ourselves as
Christ’s followers? And should we not do the same for the church we attend that belongs to
Him? I believe the Lord would have us to use this pause, this interruption in our usual activity to
think, pray, consider and evaluate who we are and what we do as followers of Jesus and as
congregations.
Look through the Gospels. Everywhere you turn you find Jesus showing compassion to
people. He fed the hungry. He healed the sick. He welcomed those despised by others. Read
the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-10. The crowd was quite perturbed that Jesus
would invite Himself to stay at the home of a sinner. “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I
must stay at your house today.” I love that invitation! Jesus loved the sinner Zacchaeus. Jesus
saw the hunger Zacchaeus had to know Jesus. He showed love, compassion, grace and mercy
to Zacchaeus. And it wasn’t just words. He showed it with His presence, time, choices (anyone
would have been honored to host Jesus for lunch) and with bringing salvation to this seeker.
Jesus went out of His way to reach this one. As followers of Jesus we are to be like and act like
Him (we can only do this in the power of His Holy Spirit). Are we doing this? Are we reaching
out to those not like us who are in our community? Or do we save all our caring only for fellow
church members? Are we examples of compassion, love, grace and mercy? What needs to be
adjusted in our thinking and acting to become more like Jesus? Think and pray about it.
Some many miles from here a family’s porch was damaged and became unsafe. They were not
church-goers and also could not repair their porch. Members of a nearby church showed up in
their yard with tools and lumber. “Would it be alright if we helped you with this porch? We can
fix it for free.” Not only that family, but other families in the neighborhood were impacted by this
act of kindness and caring. It opened the door to a readiness to hear the Gospel. This is one
example of “love your neighbor.” Consider how the Lord can use you to love your neighbors
that have not ever been to your church. Acts of compassion and kindness may open the door
so they, too, can experience the love of Christ. And that’s what we are here for.
Serving Him, Darrell

As I write this article, it sure feels like spring! The daffodils are coming
up, the grass is turning green, and a Carolina wren is
perched outside my window. As you read this article,
however, the temperatures will probably be wintry
again. The weather changes quickly, and so do the
populations of farm workers in our area. We recently had
the opportunity of visiting a group of tree planters and sharing the
Gospel with them. Other farm workers have not yet started to return to
our area, but by the time you read this, they probably will. Please join
us in praying for effective outreach this year. I’m encouraged by
the support of several members of Nueva Esperanza in this ministry.
Would you join me in praying for protection, strength and ministry
effectiveness for all of us who are involved in reaching out to those who
work on farms? And thank you for your prayers last month for the
process of planning this year’s events at Nueva Esperanza. We had a
successful leadership meeting this month, and we’re excited about
what we believe the Lord has led us to plan for this year.
Submitted by Tony Hancock, Director of Hispanic Missions
ABC Regional Hispanic Ministries
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FEBRUARY
February 1
9:00 AM
Pastor’s/Minister’s Conference
Blackville First
February 10
8:00 AM
Food Pantry Community Distribution
February 18
IMPACT, Shandon Baptist Church, Columbia
February 23
7:00 PM
Executive Committee, Assoc. Office
MARCH
March 7-14
Season of Prayer for North American Missions
March 8
9:00 AM
Pastor’s/Minister’s Conference
Barnwell FBC
March12-13
WMU Missions Encounter/Annual Meeting
March 17
8:00 AM
Food Pantry Community Distribution
March 20
Camp Hi-Ki-Pen Clean up (outdoors only)

Minister’s Meetings
Minister’s Conf. Feb 1 at Blackville FBC
Minister’s discussions of The Anatomy
of a Revived Church are ongoing. Join in
the evening or morning sessions any
time by contacting Darrell Smith or
Mark Watford. Copies of the book are
available at the office.

Southern Mutual
Church Insurance
Company donated
2021 CALENDARS to ministers.
Contact the association office to get
your calendar.

Camp HI-Ki-Pen is available for retreats, Bible studies, youth groups and more for
churches in our association at no cost. The facilities have been improved. Call the
association office for a reservation. Photo is of a previous Clean –up Day. Join us
on Saturday, March 20, 2021 for this year’s Clean-up Day.

THE BROTHERHOOD MEETING FOR
FEBRUARY HAS BEEN CANCELLED DUE
TO COVID CONCERNS.
NEXT BROTHERHOOD IS SCHEDULED
FOR MAY 18, 2021 AT FRIENDSHIP
BAPTIST CHURCH

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MTG.

7:00 PM February 23, 2021
Association Office

BRAZIL MISSIONS
PARTNERSHIP
Current plans for 2021
Our missions team plans to train
indigent preachers and volunteer
missionaries during the second half
of April.
Prayer Concern
Pray for translators who also have a
good understanding of the Bible.

PRAY

Friendship History Books

FOR

by Rev. Billy Mew now $30

YOUR

Veterans Books $40

NEIGHBORS

Call Marilyn Kinard at 803-259-1209 or
Ann Padgett at 803-259-1684.

