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You never know when you will
encounter an “oinker!” I went to
Bethea Baptist Retirement Center
to visit my ninety-year-old
mother, June, who resides there.
At the entrance I met a most
unusual welcoming committee:
this big pig! The photo doesn’t do
him (or her) justice. The pig seemed full-grown, and not that interested in me. But I
was afraid of getting too near the beast. So I stood close to the sign and zoomed in for
the photo. I have evidence that all kinds are welcome at our South Carolina Baptist
ministry to seniors. This got me to thinking about several things.
1.

You never know who you will run into. What I may think is a random encounter
may not be one at all. The Lord uses people and situations to get our attention.
Or something someone says may stay with you and impact your life. For example,
when I was a stubborn teen and not close to the Lord, a big stranger asked me if I
was a Christian. I said “Yeh,” with little enthusiasm. His reply has stuck with me
for half a century. He replied, “Really?” I have thought about that encounter
many times. And the reverse can happen. At any time, the Lord may want to use
you to plant a thought in someone else’s heart. Look for those opportunities
where God can use you!

2.

2.You never know who may show up at your church. A stranger might just be
brave enough to visit. It does take courage to go to a place that is strange to you.
And a few seconds upon their arrival, they begin to sense if they are welcome or
not. This is something you and fellow church members can prepare for. It is more
important to relate well and genuinely to the visitor than most else you would do
that Sunday. Don’t be the “oinker” who ignores the visitor...or worse!

3.

You never know what surprises the Lord will allow into your life. We don’t know
what is coming in 2021. We do know that the Lord uses people and situations to
accomplish His purposes in and for our lives, and for others. May we be more
sensitive to the Spirit’s leading, and be listening to Him more. Then our response
to the surprises may glorify Him and be part of furthering His Kingdom.
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Even though it feels like winter has arrived in full force,
we are already looking forward to spring and the
planting season. On some of the farms where we have
ministry, workers will begin to arrive in mid-January.
Would you join me in praying for another effective year
of outreach to farm workers? Pray that God would open the eyes of
many so that they could see beyond religious differences and
understand the simplicity of the Gospel. Pray that we would have the
opportunity to lead some to faith in Christ. Pray also for the distribution
of health kits, which are a vital part of our ministry to farm workers. If
your church is preparing health kits during these months, why not take
a moment to pray over each one? Pray for the person who will receive
that health kit, asking God to bless them and open their eyes to the
love of Christ. As always, thank you for your prayers and support of
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New Year’s Day

Celebrate Recovery Future Reopening Date to be Announced

January 5
9:00 AM or 7:00 PM
Pastor’s Book Discussion Groups
BBBA Office
January 11
Pastors/Ministers Conference
Double Pond Baptist Church

9:00 AM

January 17
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
January 20
Food Pantry Open

8:00 AM

January 26
Executive Committee Meeting
BBBA Office

7:00 PM

February 1
Pastors/Ministers Conference
Blackville FBC

9:00 AM

February 8-14
Focus on WMU
February 10
Food Pantry Open

8:00 AM

February 14
Racial Reconciliation Sunday
February 16
Brotherhood Supper Meeting
Seven Pines

January 2021

6:45 PM

February 18
IMPACT, Shandon Baptist Church

Celebrate Recovery that will be held and supported by Hagood Baptist Church will
definitely have need of people with a passion for adults, children, and teens. They are
looking for people to train who have a passion for serving people where they are in
their walk in life. We would love to get into all the churches in the association and share
the vision of this healing ministry to hurting people. Since Covid 19 there are a lot of
people dealing with depression, suicide, and grief. At Celebrate Recovery they can find
that healing. We have a 5 minute presentation prepared with a mini-testimony
included. The goal of this ministry is to heal the whole family. Contact Amber Still (803671-4636) or Jason Still (803-591-8070) if you need more information or to set up a
date and time for them to come and share their presentation. Please leave a message
or send a text if they are not able to answer the call.

PASTORS’ SMALL GROUP
BOOK DISCUSSIONS
Small groups begin
January 5. Pastors can
meet at the 9:00 AM or
the 7:00 PM group. We will begin
to discuss The Anatomy of a
Revived
Church. Social
distancing will be practiced. If you
miss the first meeting, contact
Darrell about attending the second
meeting or about getting a copy of
the book mailed to you.

The Hartzog Foundation continues to
assist our association by donating funds
for ministries and tools for our churches.
Our Hartzog Foundation trustee, Billy
Delk, has also donated his personal
library. Pastors are welcome to come by
the office to pick up any books they can
use.

Thank you for
your generosity
in helping others
during
the
Christmas
season. Despite our limitations due
to Covid, the following items were
still collected.
•

586 Prisoner Packets were
collected

•

383 Seafarer’s Caps were made.

•

111 Hispanic Health Kits

•

42 Backpacks for Appalachia

•

133 coats have been given
away.
Our crisis food
pantry is very low.
We especially need
donations of canned vegetables,
canned fruit, canned meat, and
jelly. We have peanut butter and
rice. All donations are welcome.

